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�is year has proven to be a challenging one for the new Presi-
dent, Congress, and the nation in general. So many issues are 
jockeying for top priority, and each proposed solution to these many 
problems has been met with both strong opposition and support-
ers. In addition, there is so much pressure for all these issues to be 
resolved� yesterday.

In this issue, we cover topics such as the proposed new regula-
tions for the �nancial industry, the status of green jobs, pending 
immigration legislation, and of course healthcare reform. �ese 
are among some of the critical issues being discussed in American 
households, businesses, and on Capitol Hill. �is is also the current 
political/social climate within which state legislators have to both 
manage scarce budgets and address the increasing needs of their 
constituents. We hope that the articles included in this issue will 
provide helpful information and resources that will assist legislators 
to make these di�cult decisions, and move forward policy agendas 
that will bene�t their constituencies. 

As we approach the end of 2009, let us all take some time to remind 
ourselves of how far we have come. A year ago, it seemed that the 
economic crisis would have completely crippled our country, but we 
are still standing and many can say their situations are improving. 
Despite all of the challenges we face and decisions that we are being 
pressured to make, we must keep our sights focused on progress 
while maintaining each inch of recovery that we have gained.

On behalf of �e Legislator sta�, we wish you an enjoyable holiday 
season and a prosperous New Year!

Atiba Madyun
Executive Editor, �e Legislator

Notes from the Editor
Atiba Madyun
NBCSL Managing Director
Executive Editor, �e Legislator



Rep. Calvin Smyre (GA) 
President, NBCSL Letter from the President 

THE LEGISLATOR  3



December 2009  4

LaKimba DeSadier-Walker
Executive Director, NBCSL

Support Our Communities, 
Support the 2010 Census



THE LEGISLATOR  5

Give Companies Tax  
Incentives and Keep  
Americans Working 

Atiba Madyun
Division Director, NBCSL



�e Time Is Right to Pass  
Health Insurance Reform

Congressman  
James E. Clyburn (D-SC)
House Majority Whip

�ere is a health care crisis in the country at the state level, and we have 
to deal with it on a daily basis and in a very direct way. Premiums have 
doubled over the past nine years and predictions are that they will double 
again over the next ten years. Our corporations are �nding it di�cult to 
compete globally due to the cost of providing health insurance to their 
employees. Our small businesses can�t a�ord health insurance for their 
employees, and our self-employed can�t purchase quality and a�ordable 
health insurance on the open market. Our emergency rooms are required 
by law to provide services to the uninsured, and we are all paying the 
price for these failures.
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Improving the U.S.  
Health System

As CEO of a global health-care company that 
interacts with di�erent systems around the 
world, I can attest that the United States does 
many things well. Most notably, we foster an 
environment that encourages the discovery of 
lifesaving medicines and treatments. As a result, 
U.S. citizens have some of the best access to 
many of the world�s top physicians, cutting-edge 
medicines and state-of-the-art technology. 

David Brennan
CEO, Astra Zeneca 
and Chair of PhRMA
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�e Consumer Financial 
Protection Agency: 
A CHANGE in Financial Regulation 
We Can All Believe In

Reginald M. Abreu
Policy Associate, NBCSL

As large corporations and �nancial institutions on Wall Street were 
being bailed out by the government from their acts of irresponsibility 
and greed, the American consumer was left homeless with empty pockets 
and shattered dreams. Misuse of investments, predatory practices, and 
immoral principles led to many Americans being left with nothing and 
without a promise to recover what they once had, or dreamed of attaining. 
Between last October and December alone, families lost $5 trillion in 
household wealth. �e Administration is now working with Congress 
to reform the current outdated �nancial regulatory system to make it 
safer for consumers by making corporations and �nancial institutions 
more accountable. �e Consumer Financial Protection Agency Act of 2009 
(H.R. 3126) will be the foundation of the new �nancial regulatory reform 
that will reverse past trends and lead to the promising prosperity our 
nation deserves. �is reform�s purpose is to restore con�dence, establish 
accountability, and strengthen the economy.



December 2009  12



THE LEGISLATOR  13

Helping Parents Stay  
Informed and in Control

Michael D. Gallagher
President and CEO
Entertainment Software  
Association (ESA)

Today, the multitude of educational resources and remarkable informa-
tion available to our children is almost limitless. Technology continues to 
evolve, allowing our children to be entertained and motivated with the 
push of a button, the tap of a joystick, or the click of a mouse. Parents 
and caretakers want to be educated and empowered to make the best 
decisions on which material is appropriate for their children, and legislators 
want to promote and advance the most e�ective ways to protect children 
in an increasingly connected world. 
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