



Education Committee

Youth Committee

Thursday, December 11, 2008

10:15 am – 12:00 pm

Maryland A

Education Chair

Representative Gregory Porter (IN)

Youth Chair

Representative Gilda Cobb-Hunter (SC)

NBCSL Policy Staff
Deana McRae

Education Jurisdiction

The NBCSL Committee on Education analyzes federal, state and local education policies and programs to judge their impact on African American students’ access to an affordable, comprehensive, quality education at all levels; from early development to higher education. NBCSL’s Education Committee regards its focus as the best means of providing the social elevation, mental growth, and academic training necessary to combat economic disparities common to minorities. Improving the retention and graduation rate of African American students in high school and higher education are imperative to the committee. 
Youth Jurisdiction

The NBCSL Committee on Youth focuses on the development of policies and programs that address issues affecting the well-being and future of African American youth. The Committee promotes programs to help young people better understand the legislative process and directs attention to the mentoring and development of African American youth.
Topic

Making America’s Children Competitive in the Global Community
In spite of the United States’ status as a political, cultural and military superpower, our students lack the understanding of the world they will need to maintain as an essential leader in the 21st century. There is a dramatic shift in the level of proficiency required in the global community; thus, schools must respond with an urgency to prepare students to compete in the global economy, foster science and mathematical innovation, secure our homeland, and improve international relations. Panelists will tackle the importance of education in a competitive global setting. The panel will discuss the nation’s current focus on the basics and need for a growing emphasis on math, science and technology skills. 
Speaker

Congressman Artur Davis, Alabama
House Committee on Ways and Means
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Dean, School of Education

Howard University 
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Senior Research Analyst - Education
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
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Program Manager
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Vice President, Government Affairs and Communication
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