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Law, Justice and Ethics Jurisdiction
This committee addresses issues related to affirmative action; criminal justice, including mandatory sentencing laws, alternatives to incarceration, and ex-offender reentry services; state and federal initiatives to eradicate illegal drug trafficking; crime victims’ assistance programs; and racial profiling. The committee monitors judicial and U.S. Attorney appointments, Public Defender programs, studies the disparate treatment of African Americans in convictions and sentencing (including the death penalty), and formulates policy to effect remediation. The committee also monitors redistricting plans and enforcement of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. It addresses barriers to voting such as photo identification requirements and the disenfranchisement of former offenders.

Task Force on Gun Violence Jurisdiction

The NBCSL Task Force on Gun Violence will consult with African American community leaders, local police, law enforcement agencies, and other interested parties and related stakeholders to discuss the issue of gun violence and identify appropriate legislative and policy solutions, which will be presented in a report to NBCSL. 

Topic
The Restoration of Rights: Providing a Second Chance
Eliminating crime on our streets goes further than putting more police on the streets. Every year more than 650,000 people are released from prison into our communities, it is estimated that 2/3 of men and women who are released will be re-arrested for a felony or misdemeanor within three years of their release. On both proactive solutions to prevent individuals from going to jail and how to aid them once they have left prison. Congressman Davis was the architect of the recently passed Second Chance Act earlier this year that will help to aid those who have just been released from prison. Congressman Scott is the chief sponsor of the Youth Promise Act that will provide valuable resources for prevention and intervention to aid juveniles. Both of these pieces of legislation provide valuable resource to our states and communities to address one of the largest issues of our day. 
Task Force on Gun Violence
State Representative Harold James (PA) will give the final report for the Task Force on Gun Violence. 
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