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This committee reviews and addresses matters related to telecommunications (including infrastructure access, taxation, and rate setting), science, and technology that affect minorities.  It assesses rules on deregulation and its impact on African American access.  The committee devises policy and programs to promote the understanding and participation of African Americans in the telecommunications industry.  This committee also develops and promotes the integration of technology in K-12 curricula; promotes an increase in the representation of African Americans in engineering and other technical professions; and assesses the impact of technology on voting rights and civic engagement.

Energy Preparedness/Homeland Security Jurisdiction
This committee promotes preparedness and readiness to respond to natural and manmade disasters. It fosters collaboration and cooperation between local, state, and federal officials, public and private relief agencies, and community-based organizations to ensure that individuals and affected areas recover from the financial and economic consequences of catastrophic events. It develops solutions to ensure that victims of natural disasters are able to return and participate in the rebuilding of their communities.
Topic 1

Security and the Public Interest in Broadband Deployment
Protecting the interests of state governments in building-out broadband is critical to insuring residents are connected in the best way possible. This protection includes keeping intact State franchise authority, State tax codes that preserve infrastructure, and State regulation of the public right-of-way. If all State residents are to be connected, then oversight must be in place allowing local governments to expand their own broadband systems and preventing economic red-lining.  
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Topic 2
Broadband, an Essential Tool for Government
Learn how broadband can augment and be an asset to State and local government operations promoting efficiency, accountability, and measurement.  

Panelists
Rob Tai

Policy Analyst
Google

Debra Speed

Director, Public Policy & Strategic Alliances

Verizon

